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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR COLLECTING 
AND PRESERVING CELLS FOR ANALYSIS 

Abstract 

The claimed subject matter comprises a device to collect and pre- 
serve cells comprising of: (1) a collection container comprised of a 
tube having an open end and a closed end, a closure in the open 
end of the tube, a vacuum drawn to a predetermined level inside 
the container; and (2) compounds including an anticoagulant 
agent and a fixative agent, wherein the compounds are in a suffi- 
cient amount to preserve said cells" original morphology and anti- 
genic sites without significant dilution of said cells, and thereby 
allowing said cells to be directly analyzed by a flow cytometer 
without further treatment. The claimed subject matter further 
comprises of a method of making a collection device for cells 
comprising of : (1) providing a tube having an open end and a 
closed end; (2) preloading compounds including: an anticoagulant 
agent, and a fixative agent into the tube, wherein the compounds 
are in a sufficient amount to preserve the cells" original morphol- 
ogy and antigenic sites without significant dilution of the cells, 
and thereby allowing the cells to be directly analyzed by a flow 



cytometer without further treatment; (3) inserting a closure into 
the open end of the tube; and (4) drawing a vacuum inside the 
tube to a predetermined level to form the collection device. 



